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nomadic mode of existence, and who under the condi- 
tions of modern life are no longer fit for conquest as the 
fiasco of the Eussian Cossacks has demonstrated. 

Those same hordes which descended upon Europe car- 
ried their activity also into China, and the Chinese had 
to suffer similarly from them. It can perhaps be justly 
maintained that the period of migrations is over in set- 
tled national divisions. The great nations from which 
especially an effective waging of war might be expected 
have on the one hand become so sedentary that it can 
no more occur to them to rise up "en masse;" on the 
other hand, also, they are so strong that they can pro- 
tect their home country very effectively against expedi- 
tions of conquest. But now among all the nations the 
Chinese are the most sedentary, the most bound to their 
sod through feeling and tradition. And theirs is the 
great title to glory of having made it possible, through 
diligence and self-mastery, for the greatest number of 
men to live in a given territory, and they have made 
this possible precisely in this wise, that they not only 
developed the arts of peace, but also expressed the 
thought of peace in their life. Lao-Tze is still the 
philosopher who rules the thought of the Chinese mil- 
lions, and the profound peacefulness of this sphere of 
thought is found again also in the philosophy of Con- 
fucius. It certainly may not be overlooked that of late 
years, simultaneously with the growth of a strong na- 
tional feeling, there has developed the feeling for mili- 
tary power. Everywhere, in clubs, in social groups and 
in schools, the Chinese seek to favor and further mili- 
tary developments. But this is the natural impulse of 
the awakening national sense to be potently active in 
every direction, and particularly also to be able to se- 
cure sufficiently the fundamental qualifications of the 
national life by the necessary force. It is an instru- 
ment for maintaining and defending the Chinese na- 
tional life and spirit; but the chief inclinations of this 
spirit which are to be defended by this instrument have 
not deviated by a hair from the old Chinese popular 
system; they are still the same as ever, prepared for 
peace and civilized in the true meaning of the word. 
To expect a Napoleonic policy of conquest from the 
newly strengthened China is to forget its entire physi- 
cal development. China's sense of justice will, to be 
sure, use the military power for the purpose of protect- 
ing itself against the encroachments of foreign nations ; 
where the fundamental conditions of life demand it, 
this power may also support an expansion of the Chi- 
nese realm, especially in the direction of Mongolia. 
But only those have to fear the awakening of this 
power who oppose themselves to the just claims of this 
great people or who strive for unjust advantages over 
them. 

From the point of view of the economical life of the 
world, the perfecting of a great national state in China 
is to be looked upon as a favorable momentum to the 
unity of the world on the whole, and especially for the 
immediate future. The creation of an effective organi- 
zation of this kind is always of advantage for all other 
members of the family of nations. So also will the 
prosperity which will develop under the new conditions 
in China be useful to the entire world. Eight at the 
start it leads to a mutual understanding among the 
nations that in the new China there is a market that 
shall be held accessible to all alike; in large measures, 



therefore, will the economic and political rivalries be- 
tween the nations in the East be lessened if the new 
organization in China is completely and surely estab- 
lished. 

If one looks upon the awakening of the Chinese nation 
from the point of view of the civilized world, one can 
greet it only as a great step forward — a step which all 
nations may greet with satisfaction; for the best which 
in the Bast and in the West, from Japan, across Eu- 
rope, eyen to America, has been thought, accomplished, 
and acquired by struggle will now find its expression in 
the new China and help to a renaissance of the life of 
this mighty people, whereby the co-operation of the old 
proved national characteristics with the new strivings 
after efficient expression of the national individuality 
will call into being a great civilization. If, moreover, 
this or that nation sees itself injured or'endangered in 
smaller interests, on the whole only profit and blessing 
can accrue to each from the development which is now 
going forward under our eyes, for it is of the greatest 
importance to each nation of the world that the great 
energies of the Chinese national life may be farther 
advanced and established in the direction of the highest 
civilization. 
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The Terrible Meek. A one-act stage play for three 
voices ; to be played in darkness. By Charles Eann 
Kennedy. New York and London: Harper and 
Brothers. March, 1912. Price, $1 net. 

Mr. Kennedy believes that the peace of the world can 
be brought about only by a change in men's hearts. 
Being a dramatist, he has given his belief in the trans- 
forming power of Christianity a dramatic form that is 
unusual and striking, almost daring. Nowhere else 
except in the Passion Play of Oberammergau have we 
the crucifixion story, or events connected therewith, put 
on the stage. Here it is done with high moral purpose, 
and with fitting reserve and reverence. 

At first one only dimly realizes whither the play is 
tending. It opens in utter darkness. The place is a 
lonely hilltop ; an execution has just taken place. There 
are three characters, or, rather, three voices, as the only 
dramatis personse — a peasant woman, an army captain, 
and a common soldier. Gradually through the laments 
of the mother over her son's death, the captain's remon- 
strances at her remaining in so ghastly a place, the sol- 
dier's remarks about "this 'ere little job we been doin'," 
and his wonder at "wot it was 'e reely done," there 
begins to dawn on one the similarity to the New Testa- 
ment story of the cross. 

"With great rapidity the drama moves on to its de- 
nouement. The woman in a heartrending monologue 
tells the tale of her son's life ; there is exquisite poetry 
and pathos in her words. The captain listens, and as 
her voice fades into silence realizes his share in the 
crime, and begs her forgiveness. His heart and con- 
science are touched, and he exelaims: "It will take a 
new kind of soldier to serve in his kingdom. A new 
kind of duty. ... I can see the end of war in 
this : some day." The soldier approaches and hands the 
captain orders to report to the general to help in an- 
other execution. The reply is: "I refuse to come. I 
disobey. ... I have sworn duty to another gene- 
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ral. I serve the empire no longer." "Well, you know 
wot that means," dryly remarks the soldier. "Per- 
fectly," responds the captain; "it means what you call 
death. Tell the general." Then to himself: "How 
simple it all is, after all." 

The darkness melts away, and three figures are re- 
vealed. The woman is seen to be an Eastern matron, 
the captain a Eoman centurion, the soldier a Eoman 
legionary. On a bleak stony hill rise three crosses with 
their ghastly burden. 

Thus the tragedy suddenly reveals itself as the trag- 
edy of the crucifixion, re-enacted in modern surround- 
ings and in modern speech. The power of the meek 
Nazarene is seen to be, after all, the real world-power. 
Tn vain are the kingdoms of this world built up. In 
the words of the captain : "I tell you, woman, this dead 
son of yours, disfigured, shamed, spat upon, has built a 
kingdom this day that can never die. . . . Some- 
thing has happened up here on this hill today to shake 
all our kingdoms of blood and fear to the dust. . . . 
The meek, the terrible meek, the fierce, agonizing meek, 
are about to enter into their inheritance." 
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Peace Day, May 18. Suggestions and material for its observ- 
ance in the schools. Compiled by Fannie Fern Andrews, 
secretary of the American School Peace League. Besides 
the valuable material for use in observance of the day. 
the Bulletin is much increased in value by the addition 
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Bureau of Education. Washington, D. C. : Bureau of 
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ungsmonopol. -By Dr. Hans Wehberg, of Diisseldorf. 
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In Rei Memoriam. Manifestations officielles du Pacifisme 
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Septembre, 1911. 128 pages. Berne: The International 
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